A new species of bloodsucking Culicoides Latreille of the subgenus Avaritiais described and illustrated based on female specimens from China. The new species is compared with its congener, C. trimaculatus McDonald and Lu, 1972. 
Culicoides (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae), the main bloodsucking Ceratopogonidae, is the largest genus, which contain 1,210 species worldwide (Borkent & Wirth 1997) .During entomological surveys in the Kuankuoshui National Nature Reserve of Guizhou Province, female specimens of Culicoides belonging to an undescribed species of the subgenus Avaritia were collected. The purpose of this paper is to describe and illustrate this new species from China and to compare it to related species.
materiaLs and methods
The specimens described herein as a new species were collected by light trap in Zunyi, China. The methods and morphological terminology used in this study follow Spinelli et al. (2005) and Yu (2006) . The specimens were mounted in phenol-balsam in the manner described by Wirth & Marston (1968) . Diagnostic characters were illustrated using a Leica MZ 12.5 stereomicroscope. The type specimens and examined specimens are deposited in the Insect Collection at the Institute of Entomology, Zunyi Medical University, Zunyi, Guizhou Province, China (IEZU).
The measurements of the spermathecaeand the wings are in millimeters. Meristic information is given as the range followed by the mean and number of specimens examined. 3rd segment moderately swollen, a large, round, shallow, sensory pit on distal segment. Wing mostly dark with distinct light and dark patches at the leading edge of the wings. Two of the dark patches are most distinct, others are blurred. Spermathecae 2, plus a rudimentary 3rd, and a sclerotized ring, subspherical to ovoid with short slender necks.
Specimens Examined Female
Wing length 1.69 mm (n = 9), width 0.8 mm (n = 9).
Head. Eyes contiguous, bare. Antenna with lengths of flagellar segments in proportions of 12:8:8:8:8:8:9:10:12:12:13:14:23; AR 1.10 (1.03~1.21; n = 9); sensory pattern 3, 11-15. Palpus with lengths of segments in proportions of 8:26:28:14:15, 3rd segment moderately swollen, a large, round, shallow, sensory pit on distal segment; PR 2.38 (2.33~2.67; n = 9). Mandible with 17-19 teeth, maxilla with 13-15 teeth.
Thorax. Brown. Legs brown, femur and tibiae with narrow basal pale rings. 
Etymology
The species is named after the type locality.
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